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Editorial

Let us Celebrate Holi

Everybody wants to stay healthy. Not
a single person wishes bad health and
remains involved in something or the
other to maintain it. Some people carry
out exercises, while others go for long
walks and some others go to the gyms.
All these things help in maintaining
health. Some people are careful about
their diet, eating at appropriate time
and healthy food. Some may also
consume multivitamins to compensate
forthe minerals.

Sometimes a disease or a pandemic
appears in its horrible form. New rules
and directives are designed to
keep the body healthy under
these circumstances. Preventions are
introduced. People following the
precautions stay away from disease but
can get infected in the contact of those
who don't follow precautions. They
have to bear the brunt of other people's
folly. This sometimes strains the
relationships.

Friends! Let us ponder over. We
need to take care of ourselves but don't
you think taking care of others is also
indirectly taking care of ourselves. We
are also somebody for other people. We
need to understand this and analyze it
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carefully, only then can we
together take care of each
other.

There are certain things which
we knowingly or unknowingly include
in our diet and behavior unknowingly.
For example we do get impacted by the
behavior of all those with whom we
spend time or work. Everything we
hear, see or read reflects in our
behavior. This behavior pollutes our
mind and we lose balance in life.

Nutritious and vitamin rich food
makes us healthy but what we see ,
hear and read and the people with
whom we spend time is also our food.
This also affects our body through our
mind. If we want to stay healthy, this
needs to be carefully analyzed. We
must only adopt that is good for us and
leave the rest.

Meeting people gives joy, the way
people meet on the festival of Holi,
colour each other and enjoy.
Sometimes meeting from a distance
can be more useful and relevant for us
as well as for others. When we send the
vibrations of love, they touch the other
person's heart too. This kind of
communication can be more blissful
than even meeting physically.

'‘Aao mil jul sabhimanae Holi

Rang prem ka khailane, bolen

meethi boli.'
— Vimlesh Ahuja
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SAMPURAN AVTAR BANI
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IK TU HI NIRANKAR-168

APNA LAYA PIAR NA LAGGE RAB LAVE TAN LAGDA EY;
BUJHIA HOIA DEEVA JEKAR GURU JAGAVE JAGDA EY.
POORE SATGUR BAJHON KOI AJ TAK HOIA PAR NAHIN;
LAKH KARE PAYEE BAJH PATI DE NARI DA SHINGAR NAHIN.
SATPURKH NOON JANE JIHDA SATGUR POORA HUNDA EY;
JIHDA  KEVAL MANTAR DEVE GURU ADHOORA HUNDA EY.
OS GURU NOON KI KARNAI JO KARDA DOOR BHULEKHE NA;
KAHDA GIANI JIHDA RAB NOON ANG SANG APNE VEKHE NA.
POORA SATGUR IKO CHHIN VICH LOKO RAB VIKHANDA EY;
VAR VAR AVTAR GURU TON VARE VARE JANDA EY.

Thou Formless One 168

One cannotlove God on his own unless God Himself does bless him;

Anunlitlamp (of the mind) can belit only if the True Master kindles it.

None hasevertranscended the ocean of materialism without the perfect True Master;

The woman may have millions of embellishments but allis meaningless without her husband.
He who knows the Eternal Truth (God), is the perfect True Master;

The one who prescribes only some hymnsis animperfect Master (Guru).

What is the use ofa Master who cannotremove doubtsand delusions?

What type ofan enlightened saintisthe one who cannot perceive God around him?
O'people, the perfect True Master reveals God ina moment;

Avtar says, ladore the True Master and sacrifice my all unto him again and again.
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A — : Abhisar Jain

Tips to be
Remembered During
Examinations

s

N ormally students are well aware of what
they should be doing during
examination days, but sometimes due to
anxiety and tension they tend to forget. If
somehow we could recall these tips we can be
alert and careful. All the points given here are
simple but sometimes simple things can prove
to be very useful.

1. Collectallthe material related to exam like
entry pass, pencil, scale, pen, identity card
etc at the appropriate place a night before
the exam.

2. If the examination time is in the morning,
you may study early morning. Don't study
overnight. Revise the important points in
the morning and reach the examination
hall before time.

3. Check the bicycle or motorcycle an hour
before for any puncture or other fault if
the examination center s far. If you have to
go by autorickhaw, taxi or bus, keep that
much time as margin.
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4. Don't carry any other material except

examination related things to the
examination center. Never carry any
material for cheating. No student ever
became an achiever by cheating.

Some students become anxious by fear of
examination. So stay in control. Be normal,
at ease and patient. Tension and worry are
innoway asolutiontoaproblem.
Onreceipt of Answer Sheet, the first things
to be filled are, name, subject, day, date
and other necessary information asked for.
After receiving the question paper read it
peacefully. This time is very sensitive. Read
all the instructions carefully and answer
accordingly. First answer the question, you
can write the best. Be careful with word
limit and time taken. Don't forget to write
the question number.

Fine, clear and neat handwriting has a
positive impact on the examiner. Wrong
spellings impact negatively. Try to start
your answer with definition or a
qguotation. This way one can write the
answer in an impressive manner and of
course the paper checker will be
impressed too.

If the time for exam to begin is afternoon,
drink water before leaving the house.
Avoid eating curd and onion in the
afternoon meal, it may cause laziness. In
summers, in the month May and June
there is always fear of heat stroke. So be
extra cautious.

You must relax before you enter the
Examination Hall, take few long breaths
and exhale. Concentrate, be at peace and
try to do with the best of your knowledge
& skill. Do not think about the result. ®
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both hands Inprayer before God, picked up one
slip and handed it over to Bhairavnath, who
said in @ most pleasing tone “Congratulations,
Pilu Bhai! Youhave got a prize of net Rs.500/-".

With a pleasant laugh, Pilu Bhai said “Fine,
Give me the money”.

“Hereyouare”, said Bhairavmath, handing a
five-hundred rupee note. Pilu Bhai was about
to leave the stage with the money when
Bhairavnath stopped him “Not $o soon, friend,
I told you that you were to pick two slips. There
Is still one left that you have yet to pick”.

Excited Pilu Bhai picked another ship and
handed aver to the coordinator. Opening the
slip, Bhairavnath saidin a pleasing voice, "Dear
Pilu Bhai! You seam to be very liberal and
benevolent”. Pilu Bhai was stuck with this
remark in his praise and stared at Bhairavnath
tounderstand hismeaningful remark.

Bhairavnath said "Here, it is written in the
slip that you will return twice the amount of
prize money to the Resident Welfare
Association, 10 be used to remove and clean
the mess created on the sireet earlier during
Holi colour play. Do you understand Pilu Bhai?
It means that together with the prize money of
Rs. S00/- , you need to return another Rs. 500
from your own pocket”.

Pilu Bhai found himself in an
uncomfortable position. Bhairavnath patted
him gently and insisted to do so willingly since it
wias a job for the welfare of the residents.

Seeing no chance to escape, with heavy
heart, Pilu Bhai took out a sum of Rs. 1,000/-
and handed over to the programme
coardinator. FY

Pilu Bhai flung his hands in air and bending ;Wishin
All A Colourtul

HOLL
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"Let the colours of Holi spread the
message of peace and happiness.”

"The main idea behind Holi festival is
that we should live more in harmony
with trying to
destrov herand make herour slave,"

nature instead of

"Holi is the apt time to break the ice
relationships and
vourself with those that you wanted
towitha bit of colour

renew unite

Holi
associated with

other festivals, is
Inspiration and

Happiness in our lives. The colours of

unlike

Holi represent the various ups and
downs we face in life and how we
overcome them by playing with
them. Many people who don't like to
celebrate festivals, celebrate Holi
because them immense
Inspiration and Hope

it gives

Enjoy every calour of holi and you will
get every happiness you desire. Hey
God is always with you, Enjoy every
moment. keep smiling

if wishes come in rainbow colours
then | would send the brightest one
to say happy Holi

Googlaworld
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Story & Illustration
— Ajay Kalara

o

A greedy businessman
would place everything,
he got in hiswallet.

One day he was returning after i
making collections related to his
business. Somehow his wallet that
had 30 gold coins fell down.
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BotH OF Us ARE COMPLEMENTS

East is West and West is East,

The twain shall forever meet.

Both of us are complements
And both are incomplete.

Both have dusk and both have dawn.
Lines and borders, who has drawn.
Common pleasures; common sufferings:
The heart has @ common beat.
Both of us are complements
And both are incomplete.

East is West ...

What says this bleeping soul:
"Love is the way and love is the goal".
One who loves just every body—
| would touch his feet.

Both of us are complements
And both are incomplete
East is West _..
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Historical Story : Parshuram Sombal

ing Mandhata of dynasty Ishvaku had

a son named Muchukund, He was
brave, treaded the path of truth and was a
devotee of God. A war broke between
Devraj Indra and demons.

The demons were dominating the war
and Devda] Indra was at the verge of losing.
He even did not have acapable commander.
Devraj Indra went to king Muchukund for
help and protection of gods. The kind king
Muchukund ,heeded to his reguest and
joined the gods in the war. He fought very
bravely and defeated the demons and
protected the gods.

Later Master Karthikeya, son of Lord
Shiva accepted the position of commander
in Devraj Indra's army. In the meanwhile
King Muchukund was dead tired of beingin
the the war for a very long time. Lord Indra

H ans T i
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was very happy with king Muchukund for
his valour and bravery shown In the the war
field. He asked humbly ," O king IWe are
grateful to youand pleased with your valour
and bravery. You can ask for a boon but for
salvation of soul, because that is the

prerogative of only God almighty himself,"
King Muchukund was extremely tired

mentally as well as physically because of
Incessant war and was feeling restless. He
had not slept for many days properly
because of contimuously being in the war
He said to Lord Indra, "Devraj ! | need a a
restful sleep. Please give me this boon if
anybocly disturbs my sleep, he should
change into ashes immediately.

Devraj granted him the wish.
Muchukund went immediately in deep
slumber inacave,



~ Kalyaman an apponent of Lord Krishna
but friend of Jarasandh was extremely
brave and powerful physically. He was on a
Lookout for taking revenge from Lord
Krishna for his friend's death. He had
surrounded Mathura for many days with his
Army. Lord Krishna did not wish for war
therefore he thought of a plan for ending

Kalyaman.
One day Lord Krishna crossed the main

gate of Mathura wearing his yellow attire
without any armaments. Kalyaman
recognized him from very far and started
running towards him to kill him. Seeing him
running, Lord Krishna also increased his
paceto make him think that he was afrald.
In due course Lord Krishna entered the
cave inwhich king Muchukund was sleeping.
He removed his yellow attire and threw i on
on the sleeping king and hid himself behind
a huge stone. Following Lord Krishna,

Kalyjaman reached the cave. He saw
somebody sleeping with yellow clothes
covering his face and considered him as Lord
Krishna ,thinking that he must have covered
his face to cheat him of his identity. Kalyaman
hit himn with his leg. King Muchukund got up
fromm his sleep. He opened his eyes.
Kalyyaman, because of indradev's boon to

Muchukund changed to ashes.
Lord Krishna showed his formless form

to Muchukund and said, "l have come to
bless you in the cave."You had worshiped
me long before. | am pleased with you."
King Muchukund was overjoyed by the the
miraculous blessings of the Lord.

The moral of the story is that any help
rendered, or a pasitive contribution made
always brings positive results. The risky wish
given to Muchukund was put to a positive
use for the end of demon Kalyaman. Every

avil somehow comes to an end. $
(g
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Story : Priya Tandon

WHERE

IS FATE?

This is a story {rom Persian {olklore

man called Kooli thought himself
Ato be the most unlucky man alive
on the Earth. He thought that if he
would even look up when it was
raining, the Rain God would stop the
rain! So, he decided to seek ' Fate' and
ask him why he was so unkind to him.
He searched for but no
one seemed to
know where he
lived. En route
he met a wolf.
Kooli said,
"Oh wolf! Do
you know where
Fate lives?" The wolf looked
up slowly with heavy eyelids
and said, "If you help me to get rid of
this splitting headache, I'll help you to
look for Fate." Kooli said, "Sorry, | can't
waste my time, I'll see you on my way
backandthen!'lltryand helpyou." The
wolf said, "If you find Fate, ask him
to help me too, to get rid of my
headache!"

The man moved on. He met a
gardener, who looked very sad. Kooli
asked the gardener, "Brother, can you
help me to find Fate?" The gardener

replied sadly, "If  knew where he lived,
| would have asked him about my Fate.
My master is going to have all the trees
in the garden uprooted, because they
don't bear fruit anymore. What will
become of me? Where will | go?"
Further beyond he had to cross a river.
There he met a fish who looked groggy
and sleepy. The man said wearily,
"Dear fish, do you know where | can
find Fate!" The
fish was barely
able to speak," |
don't, but if you
find him, please
ask him why
| cannot sleep.
lamsotired."

The man trudged on and finally he
found Fate, sitting on a mountain. Kooli
said, "Oh! | am so happy to see you at
last. Please tell me, why Am | so
unfortunate? Why do good things
never happen to me? Why am | never
lucky? Why am | so unhappy? Whyam |
not fortunate?' Fate sighed and said. "
Hang on my friend. Enough questions!
Go back and you shall find good luck
and fortune onthe way!"

o s i B |
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Kooli said, "I met a wolf with a
headache, an unhappy gardener and a
sleeplessfish on the way. What should |
say to them?' Fate replied." The fish
has a pearl stuck in its nostril. If
someone were to remove it, the fish
would become alright. Tell the
gardener to dig deep under all the
trees; he would find a treasure! Tell the
wolf to eat a lazy and stupid man that
should cure him of his headache!"
Kooli returned with a spring in his step.
He conveyed fate's message to the fish.
The fish asked Kooli to help remove the
pearl from his nostril. Koolisaid, "Sorry,
don't have time. I've got to go!' The
gardener widened his eyes when he
heard the reply of Fate and said, "Stay
with me my friend. Let's dig up the
garden together. We'll share the

R D
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treasure." But Kooli was too
high in the head to soil his
hands and walked away
with his nose in the air!
Finally he gave Fate's
message to the wolf. The
wolf bared his front teeth
and snarled, "Who would
be lazier or more stupid
than you? I'm going to
eatyou!"
Somehow, he managed
torunaway and save his life.
He sat under a tree to rest and realized
what a fool he had been. He had not
recognized fortune and opportunity as
they had come across his way. He went
back to the fish and relieved it of the
pearl in its nostril. He went to the
gardener and together they dug up the
garden. Of course they found no
treasure chest, but soon the tree bore
fruits and there was a huge crop that
made themrich!

Everyone wants happiness, nobody
wants pain. How is it possible to see a
rainbow without a little rain?
Remember that all good things have to
be done the hard way. Ease and
Elevation can never go together.

!m Alertness is a key quality that |

I .
 adevotee should cultivate. I
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it fly away. The bird perched on a
column of the palace and sang as
under:

| flew into the cruel fowler's net to
be the first fool; He gave me away to
the king, to be the second fool; The
king passed me to the queen to be the
third fool; But the merciful queen let
me fly away, she Is no doubt a
precious jewel.

Moral: Mercy is one of the greatest
virtues.

— Sakshi Sharma
Flower the Great

Oh! Flower, You are great.

You teach us, how to create
Happiness in life, with your smile
Life is short, But smile

Like a flower, Spend every hour,

With smile, like a flower.

- J

< O O O
W2V | fparch 2021

- -

Poem: Shashank Sharma (Jalandhar)

SAVE
THE JUNGLE

Think what _jungle is worth

It gives air, water and earth

A Woodcutter did his hell
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Wow! A cool breeze is
' b gl blowing. The park is so
beautiful.

There is a footpath for walking.
We can take a walk everyday.




TherE are beautiful flowers red and\
yellow roses. Wow! Marigolds. What
afragrance from the flowers. Y

Let's make a garland of ﬁr:nwers
and we shall celebrate Holi with
the petals of some ﬂowers

No Kitty! See what is written here,
Plucking of flowers is prohibited .







Brother Gardener! All the
* children were plucking flowers. |

was explaining them the

importance of flowers.

CA il

Sorry! Gardener uncle
We shall not pluck
flowers in future.
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— Ashwani Kumar 'Jatan'

God

s Great

Sun, Moon star created by God,
Nothing moves without his nod,

Prayer is a powerful medicine,
It destroys the disease,

But attention is important in
prayer,
lt's useful in any occasion,

He makes sun for light,
His works are always right,

God makes lakes and hills, ;
Rivers water he also fills, Prayer diffuses the all men's

storm,

Scriptures define God is adorable, And remove path'’s thorn,
And they knowledge is easily appro noble

God is wide and so broad,
In prayer we feel the god.

WAY TO WILL

The centuries old saying, "Where
there is a will there is a way" was not
formed withoul any reason, people
with determination and will power
have proved it right time and again.
Persons whe have remained
undaunied even under unfavourable
circumsiances, have always scaled
new heighis of success and made a
place for themselves.
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Why is a river rich?
Because it has two banks.

The child is sleeping as his parents look on
and comment: —

A little while ago he was busy with
facebook but now face on book.

Girl : When men do for shopping?

Boy : When | want to buy something. What
about you?

Girl : | go for shopping to find out if | want
to buy something....

Chintoo : In future | don't want to feel
lonely. Can you help me?

Pintoo : Ok, then | will not allow you to
be alone..but will disturb you all
thetime ......

Teacher : Where is your homework?

Student : Mam, look at my homepage on
internet to see my "Homework".

Wife  : This computer is not working

as per my commands.

Husband : It's a computer not your

husband.
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Most irritating moment : Morning alarm
Most difficult task : Tofind socks
Most dreadful journey : Way to class

Most lovely moment  : Meeting friends
Most tragic moment  : Surprise test in first
period.

Most wonderful news : Teacheris absent.

Teacher : Fred, your ideas are like
diamonds.

Fred  : Youmeanthey are invaluable?

Teacher : I mean they are rare.

Police : Where do you live?
Me : With my parents

Police : Where does your parents live?
Me : Withme
Police : Where is your neighbors house?
ME  : Ifltellyou, you won't believe me.
Police : (angrily) Tell me.
Me  : Nexttomy house.

—Rita, Delhi

Teacher : Againyou are late in class

Student : Sir, | was dreaming that | was
playing football, and my game
got late because of the rain.

Husband : | was fool when | married you.
Wite : Yes, But | didn't know it at that
time.






, (6) What is as big os an
: elephant, but weighs nothing
atall?

(7) What is the best cure for '
dandruff? ;

(8) What belongs to you, but
mostly used by others?

(?) What goes up and down a
hill but never moves?

(10) Patches over patches, but no
stitches?

(11) f we say MUMMY they
come together and go apart

when we say 'DADDY’2

: (1) | have no bed fo sleep or no  (12) What room has no floor,

palaceto live. Idon't have a ceiling, windows or doors?
single coin then also | am (13) What is it that is always
known as king? before you, but you cannot
: (2) What is the best month for a see?

parade?

(3) What is always coming but aming -¢ |
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i (5) What two keys cannot open MOLIOWOL -§ YDIE - U0 -|

' any door? SUTMSNV




RESULT FOR THE _ .
MONTH OF JANUARY Consolation Enteries

2021 ISSUE - Rekha (Jaunpur, U.P.)

Bebika (Varansi)

Asha Tiwari (Delhi)
Anandita Khurana (Jalandhar)
Nikita Dev Age 10 Aditya S.Singh (Mumbai)
5014/1, MHC, Manimajara Abha (Secundrabad)
Chandigarh (UT) Komal (Talwara)

Avyan Dev (Gurgaon)
Sumanyu Chawla (Shastri Nagar)
Anjali (Mukandpur)

Amrit (Roop Nagar, PB)

Second : Sonu (Rohtak)

Avyan Dev Age 9 Dinesh [Eahadlzxr_garh]l
7/15, Vaishali Mu:esh [Ka[;hl:ﬂlrl Ga}te}

: . nanya (Rajnagar
RiSH- Ghaziked (L) Anmol (Parmanand colony)
Manvi Maurya (Banglore).
. Jheel Lamba (Delhi)
) Prachi Sharma (Amarawati)

Third: ‘. Arpita (Delhi)
Sumanyu Chawala Age 10 Ruby (Kaithal)

Harshita (Noida)
130;’_3 Dheerpur Richa (Dehradoon)
Delhi- 110009

"COLOUR IT" FOR MARCH ISSUE

On page 44, a beautiful picture is given; colour it and send it to us latest by
March 20, 2021. Office address: HANSTI DUNIYA, Nirankari Complex, Near
Nirankari Sarover, Nirankari Colony. Delhi - 110009

The result will appear in May 2021 issue. Full name and address should be
mentioned clearly at the prescribed place. Children up to the age of 15 years only are
eligible to participote.
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— Informative : Parshuram Shukla

ohe Poisonous Sea ish
Sting QRay

Sting Ray is a sea fish with a
poisonous spine on its body, that's why
the name. It is mostly found in tropical,
subtropical and temperate oceans. It can
be seen in the north upto Scandinavia in

summers. Sting Ray has around 100 species,
most of which stay in surface waters while
some may go down upto 120 m into the sea.
Some of these enter the rivers through
estuary. Mostly they don't indulge in any
activity and just swim around on the surface
looking for a prey. Skilled swimmers they
majestically wave their fins while moving. If
disturbed they move their tail in irritation,
some bringing the tail towards mouth while
others do so sideways, activating the
dangerous poisonous spine. The spine can be
as long as 40cm. The edges of this poisonous
spine are sharp like wood cutting saw
equipped with tubicles that contain poison.
When attacked by a sting ray the prey is
terribly wounded as well as poisoned. If
someone by chance steps on a sting ray
resting on the surface of shallow waters, the
foot gets wounded to the extent, it needs
stitches. Even the smallest spine is poisonous
enough to make someone unconscious. The
sting immediately causes severe burning and
pain, raising the heart beat. It simultaneously
affects the heart, the nervous and
respiratory systems causing death. It is
imperative that if attacked by a sting ray, first
aid must be provided immediately. The
wound after washing must be kept in hot
water for an hour and ATS injection to be

administered. The patient must be taken to
the doctor immediately. The probability of
survival canthusincrease.

The body structure of sting ray is
somewhat different from rest of the sea
fishes. It has a flat disc shaped spherical body.
The diameter ranges from 30 cm to 4m 35cm
while the weight may range between 688gto
340Kg. Its dorsal part may be grey or rust
coloured with white or marble like patches
while ventral side is cream coloured or white.
The surface is slippery with a tail as long as
the body. The tail is thin and resembles a
snake with a long poisonous sting embedded
in it. Normally the sting ranges between 7.5
to 10cm in length but can be as long as 40cm
in certain cases. The fins on the thorax
resemble wings while the back has nofins.

The sting ray and shark are different
from bony fishes in the sense that they don't
have scales. The skin has small denticles.
Some scientists suggest that the poisonous
spine is an overgrown refined dentacle. If
broken or damaged somehow, the body
replacesit, thisis unique about the poisonous
spine. Infact many of these come out in its life
time. Three or four spines may be together

presentifthe old one doesn't fall.
e
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— Dr. Deshbandhu Shahjahanpuri

Peechu's

Holi

eechu was a naughty rat. The entire day he

would roam about aimlessly. Kitty was
Meenu's dear cat. It tried to finish Peechu off
many times but Peechu's cleverness failed
every plan of Kitty. Whenever they would get
face to face, a race would begin. Peechu would
hide himself and Kitty would be left behind
irritated.

The other day Peechu was enjoying some
grains of rice outside the kitchen when Kitty
also came in. She was feeling hungry seeing
Peechu .Peechu was already alert. She jumped
to catch him but he too was already alarmed.
He rushed to the kitchen and Kitty followed
him. She would have banged her head against
the wall. She was following him and jumped
very high and was very close to Peechu. Peechu
was taken aback . He quickly jumped and ran up
the flour box and hid himself in an almirah.
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Kitty also jumped up the dry
flour box but fell down
because of her weight. She
along with the flour box fell
down. The box was very
angry. The box jumped and
dry flour entered Kitty's
eyes. She was shocked. Her
foot got sprained. She
somehow managed to go
out of the kitchen. But
Peechu was free to move
about. After a few days, it was the festival of
Holi. Peechu was enjoying the sunshine after
relishing the delicacies prepared on the festival
He noticed Kitty sitting quietly in a corner. He
wanted to tease her. He went behind and
quietly plucked her tail. Kitty cried out of pain.
Her blood boiled with anger. She just
recalled the kitchen scene of the other day. She
jumped quickly at Peechu. But it was Peechu's
plan. He jumped and reached the top of the
wall. Kitty followed him. There was a big drum
filled with water colour lying on the rooftop.
The rat was on to another trick. He hanged
himself from the handle of the drum. Kitty was
anyway very upset. Again she followed him and
dueto her weight lost her balance and fell down
into the drum. She was drenched in cold water
and started trembling. Kitty got frustrated with
anger. Peechu looked into
the drum and smilingly
shouted, "Please don't
mind, today is the
festival of Holi."







—Sanjay Tandon

The Golden Plate

A priest was offering the daily prayers
to the deity at a temple. Each day, he
would perform the Abhishekham (ritual
bath) and then adorn the idol with fresh
clothes and ornaments. Then he would put
garlands of fresh flowers. All through this
routine he would chant shalokas and
Mantras from the Vedas. One day, while
he was offering prayers to the deity, a
metallic plate fell from
above in front of the deity
with a clatter. The priest ‘
saw that it was made of
gold! There was an \” |
inscription on it. It said. _:
"This plate may be given e —
to my greatest devotee."
The priest thought, "l
spend all my waking
hours chanting the name
of God. | perform the
personal upkeep of the
idol too. | have spent all
my life in working for
God. Who can be a greater devotee than
me? This plate is surely meant for me and
me alone." He reached out for the plate,
but as soon as he touched it, it turned into
an earthen-ware plate. The priest was
dumbfounded. He thought, "If anyone sees
me carrying this plate out of the temple,
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they shall laugh at me. | don't want this
plate. | think I'll just put it back, where it
was." No sooner did he put it back, the
plate turned into gold and shone in the
light of the lamps lit before the deity. The

priest was
confused.
Later in the

day, the priest
asked one of the
other priests in the

’ l : : temple to pick up
- the gold plate. To
g N his astonishment, the
b R plate turned into a mud

"—-—-"'-_—-.____._—-& P

plate again! The priest
asked him to put it back.
Sure enough, it turned
back into gold again.
Soon a very religious
man, who frequented
the temple often came
in. He put a large sum of
money as offering
before the deity. The priest asked this
devotee to pick up the plate for a minute.
As before, the plate became an ordinary
earthen-ware utensil.

The day passed. The priest became more
and more restless. He spotted a man who
used to offer service at the temple for the



menial chores. He called him
inside and said, “Please pick up
that plate, my friend.” The man
looked at him and said “Why
would | want to pick that golden
plate. | have no desire for such
luxuries. | don’t want it.” The priest
pleaded again “Alright, if it makes
you happy, | will.” So saying, he
picked up the plate. The gold
started shining more brightly than
before!

The priest was awe-struck. Here
was a man who spent his life
offering services to God’s men. He
emulated the saying, “Manav
Seva is Madhav Seva.” In the eyes
of God, he was the greatest
devotee.

The man put the plate back and
turned around to leave the temple.
The plate started following the
man! In addition, the gold and
silver coins that lay before the deity
also started rolling after him.

Prosperity kisses the path of the
person who loves God without a
desire for rewards. ®
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Vision of Childhood . ..

Childhood knows no ill will , no hatred and has no evil desires. Mature
age has overcome & understood the worthlessness of ill will and evil

desires. So, both have similar visions of life. A life of simplicity, love for
all and happiness in life. But, this realisation can be attained at any point

of time or at any age provided when one wants to understand.
— Gurdev Singh
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kids.nirankari.org

Catch the latest episode
on 23" of every month

radio.nirankari.org

Catch the latest episode
on 20" of every month

Video & Audio Webcasts on www.nirankari.org - Every month | ] SANT NIRANKARI MISSION







